


Communities
Find Your Home
Though Colorado Springs is the largest city in El Paso and Teller counties, the region is comprised of a diverse cluster of 
communities that all offer unique opportunities for living, working, and recreation in the area.

Colorado Springs
Colorado Springs is the second-largest city in Colorado, 
and is the county seat of El Paso County. It is situated 
at the base of the eastern boundary of the Rocky 
Mountain’s Front Range, with the iconic Pikes Peak to 
the west of the city and the rolling plains extending 
east. Home to the Colorado Springs Airport, the city is 
located just 70 miles south of Denver with easy access 
to Denver International Airport only a 90-minute drive 
away.

Calhan
Situated in the open plains of Eastern Colorado and 
resting at 6,508 feet above sea level, Calhan is the 
highest non-mountain incorporated town in the 
country. Just 3 miles south of Calhan is Prospector’s 
Point, which at 7,204 feet is the highest point between 
the Mississippi River and Rocky Mountains. Calhan is
home to a wide range of recreational opportunities, from the El Paso County Fairgrounds to Paint Mines Interpretive 
Park.

Fountain
Located along I-25 and Fountain Creek, the city of Fountain is just 10 miles south of Colorado Springs. With agriculture 
and ranching roots and a frontier feel, Fountain offers affordable housing, family-friendly parks and trails, and access to 
all of Colorado Springs’ big-city amenities.
GreenMountain Falls

The westernmost town in El Paso County, Green Mountain Falls is a small mountain town cozied up on the side of 
Pikes Peak. Just 15 miles from Colorado Springs, living in Green Mountain Falls offers the perks of a quiet mountain 
town with access to the job market and amenities of the nearby city.

Manitou Springs
An eclectic and historic community located just west of Colorado Springs off Route 24, Manitou Springs is nestled in 
the mountains right at the foot of Pikes Peak. The town’s vibrant downtown offers unique dining, shopping, art, and 
lodging, while its abundant recreational attractions range from hiking The Manitou Incline to exploring Cave of the 
Winds.

Monument
A rapidly-growing town located at the base of the Rampart Range, Monument is situated adjacent to Monument Lake 
and just north of the U.S. Air Force Academy. Monument is home to excellent schools as well as both local businesses 
and convenient retail centers.

Palmer Lake
Located in the Tri-Lakes region 30 miles north of Colorado Springs, Palmer Lake is a small but growing community 
offering stunning views of the Front Range and numerous parks and outdoor activities on the town’s namesake lake. 
Palmer Lake’s quaint downtown is also home to a vibrant arts community and the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts.

WoodlandPark
Surrounded by the Pike National Forest, but just 18 miles west of Colorado Springs, Woodland Park is an ideal Rocky 
Mountain gateway town with fresh air and beautiful mountain scenery. The largest town in Teller County, tourism 
primarily fuels the Woodland Park economy, with plentiful options for lodging, camping, recreation, and dining.
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Creativity at its Peak
Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region may be known for its amazing natural beauty 
and outdoor amenities, but its vibrant arts and cultural scene is a not-so-hidden gem of the
community. Foodies, artists, music aficionados, and theatre-lovers will find plenty to explore as the 
region’s diverse culture continues to thrive and grow.

Colorado Springs and the surrounding community is home to a wide array of performing arts 
venues, restaurants, museums, farmers’ markets, art walks, and unique events happening year-
round. From concerts at the Pikes Peak Center for the Performing Arts to art classes at the 
Cottonwood Center for the Arts, to original drama and comedy at the Millibo Art Theatre, visitors 
and residents alike are bound to find their niche.

Wondering where to start? The Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region (COPPeR) unites people 
with arts and culture throughout the Pikes Peak Region, and their website, PeakRadar.com, will 
connect you with the latest in arts and cultural events and activities.

Arts & Culture
Our open and welcoming community culture makes it easy for budding artists or creatives to 
make their mark. More than 70 galleries across the region feature locally-handcrafted art and 
goods, while groups like the Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Institute and the Opera Theatre of the 
Rockies offer lively and unique cultural experiences.

Hit a high note with local music performances and venues. Local options range from the Colorado
Springs Philharmonic, which is the only full-scale professional orchestra in southern Colorado,
to intimate venues like The Gold Room, which hosts eclectic artists from jazz to bluegrass to live
comedy. The new Ent Center for the Arts, a $60 million multi-venue performance and visual arts
exhibition space, opened in 2018 on the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs campus.

Meanwhile, our big-city amenities 
like the Colorado Springs Fine 
Arts Center offer world-class art
exhibitions and professional theatre 
performances, and museums like 
the Colorado Springs Pioneers 
Museum and the Western Museum 
of Mining & Industry give visitors a 
look at the region’s western heritage.

Plan your outing by visiting 
PeakRadar.com. There you 
will find listings and details of
local performances, workshops, 
exhibitions, and all that is arts and 
culture in the Pikes Peak Region.

Arts & Culture
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Adventure at its Peak
In Colorado Springs, our stunning natural landscape and endless number of outdoor activities easily weave into all 
aspects of everyday life — from work, to home, to family. Here, it is commonplace to find active residents immersed 
in nature, whether they are hitting the trails over a lunch break or heading into the Rocky Mountains for a weekend 
refresh.

With iconic attractions that can’t be found anywhere else, and hundreds of acres of spectacular trails and parks to 
explore, Colorado Springs offers an entirely unique lifestyle no matter the season.

Outdoor Adventure

Colorado Springs is a playground for outdoor adventurers. Camping, biking, hiking and fishing are all standard 
summer fare. Rock climbing, white-water rafting and other extreme sports are also popular with locals who seek an 
adrenaline rush. In the winter months, skiing, fat-biking and snowshoeing reign. Residents take advantage of being 
only a 2-3 hour drive from many of the state’s popular ski resorts, often with less traffic than from other cities. Rocky 
Mountain National Park and Great Sand Dunes National Park, both a few hours’ drive from the area, also each make 
for an unforgettable getaway. Because snow melts quickly, and temperatures can rise into the 60’s during the winter 
season, most outdoor activities in Colorado Springs can be taken advantage of year-round.

Only in Colorado Springs

One of the region’s most utilized recreational features is America’s Mountain, Pikes Peak. Residents enjoy the luxury of
having this alpine treasure right in their backyard whenever they’re in the mood to hike, bike, drive or train on its 14,115
ft. incline. No matter the route, the views from the peak’s summit that inspired “America the Beautiful” never lose their
luster.

In stark contrast to the Rockies’ snow-capped peaks, Garden of the Gods Park — the number-one ranked municipal 
park in the country — presents a striking expanse of 300 foot-high red sandstone rock creations. Because it’s free to 
the public, residents have access to this National Natural Landmark and its abundance of recreational opportunities 
365 days a year. The park plays host to a bounty of activities, from running and rock-climbing, to mountain biking, 
racing and photography, which allows residents to live out their passions in a breathtaking landscape worthy of its 
saintly name.

For serious high-altitude action, the Manitou Incline plays a primary role in keeping residents’ hearts healthy. 
Reopened after renovations in 2014, the Manitou Incline now serves as a popular training spot. The 1-mile, 2,000 foot 
incline challenges locals ranging from marathon runners to rescue professionals in full gear, or anyone looking for the 
ultimate leg workout bragging rights.

Family Fun

For families, Colorado Springs boasts a variety of year-
round activities. From downtown Manitou Springs, which 
offers an artistic vibe in a relaxed mountain setting, to 
the Sunday Market in downtown Colorado Springs, there 
are many ways to reset after the work week. In the winter 
months, families flock to the popular downtown outdoor 
ice rink which is a favorite holiday tradition.

The region is also home to Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, the 
only mountain zoo in the country. With 146 scenic acres 
of exhibits, including the largest giraffe herd in any zoo, 
and a variety of educational programs, it’s easy to see 
why this local gem consistently ranks as one of the best 
zoos in the world.

Outdoor Activities
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Turning Dreams into Successful Ventures
Thanks to Colorado Springs’ low business and living costs, innovative atmosphere, and robust economy, it’s easy for 
professionals to establish roots and launch a successful career or business.

Attracting professionals from all backgrounds, Colorado Springs offers employment and business opportunities in 
high-growth, next-generation industries such as cybersecurity, medical innovation, and digital technology. These 
plentiful opportunities, combined with short commutes, create a very positive experience for residents.

Starting Up & Relocating

Professionals who start up or relocate to the Colorado Springs region will appreciate the ease of doing business in the 
area. Whether businesses are seeking office space, location assistance, or professional networks, our Colorado Springs 
Chamber & EDC team will ensure that businesses receive confidential and comprehensive support every step of the 
way.

Housing

From historic bungalows close to quaint shops in Old Colorado City, to homes with acreage in the rolling plains east 
of the city, the region offers a diverse range of housing options to choose from in one of the most affordable housing 
markets in the state.

Innovative Atmosphere

Colorado Springs attracts professionals from all backgrounds by offering employment and business opportunities in 
high-growth, industries such as:

• IT and cybersecurity

• Health and medical innovation

• Digital technology

• Space research

• Tourism

• Sports and outdoors

• Finance and business services

Work Here
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High Altitude, High Aptitude
From high quality K-12 schools to nationally ranked higher educational institutions, Colorado Springs’ schools are producing the talented workforce 
businesses need today and in the future. It’s no surprise that Colorado Springs is ranked as one of the most educated cities in the country, or that 
families choose to raise their kids in proximity to the excellent schools in the region.

Coupled with the draw of the Rocky Mountains and all that the region has to offer in terms of recreation and lifestyle, Colorado Springs is a highly 
attractive location for students with active minds and industrious spirits. What’s more, because of our high-quality jobs and low cost of living,
more and more graduates are staying in the region after graduation and adding to our top-notch workforce.

Higher Education

From liberal arts universities to technical colleges to a national military institution, the Colorado Springs region offers higher education
opportunities across a broad range of fields of study, including four universities which are certified by the National Security Agency (NSA).

Universities and Colleges:

Colorado College: Colorado College is one of the nation’s top private liberal arts schools, and is consistently ranked as one of the most
innovative colleges in the country.

University of Colorado Colorado Springs: The fastest-growing campus in the University of Colorado system, UCCS offers 45 bachelors, 22 masters 
and five doctoral degree programs, including nationally-ranked programs in business, engineering, nursing and public affairs. More than 65
percent of UCCS graduates live in Colorado.

United States Air Force Academy: Currently ranked as one of the top public schools in the nation as well as a top liberal arts school, the U.S. Air 
Force Academy is both a university and a military organization. The Academy offers more than 500 courses across 32 academic disciplines.

Pikes Peak Community College: Pikes Peak Community College (PPCC) serves the Colorado Springs region with four campuses, three satellite
locations for military personnel and a robust distance-education system. PPCC has been a leader in developing innovative partnerships with
the business community and offers a wide range of learning opportunities for its 19,000 students

Colorado Technical University: Founded in 1965, Colorado Technical University is a for-profit accredited school offering undergraduate, graduate 
and doctoral degree programs in areas such as business, engineering and applied sciences, health science, and information systems and 
technology.

Colorado State University-Pueblo: With an enrollment of nearly 4,500 students, Colorado State University-Pueblo is a fully accredited, regional
comprehensive state university that provides social, educational, and cultural opportunities to its students.

Other Higher Education Institutions:

Colorado Christian University, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Regis University, University of Phoenix, Webster University, Colorado Online
Colleges

K-12

Colorado Springs’ schools offer a wide array of K-12 options across 17 school districts — from public education to charter and private schools. The 
diverse academic choices include International Baccalaureate (IB) programs, STEM-focused and arts-focused curriculum, and studies integrating 
foreign language learning such as Mandarin Chinese and French immersion programs. Colorado Springs is home to two of the Top Ten high schools 
in the state.

The State of Colorado promotes “Schools of Choice,” an approach which allows students to attend schools outside their neighborhood boundary,
as capacity allows. This innovative approach allows families to select housing and schools as independent decisions.

Choice Schools

In Colorado Springs, Schools of Choice allows students to attend schools outside their neighborhood boundary, as capacity allows. This innovative 
approach allows families to choose housing and schools as independent decisions. Students can choose schools with International Baccalaureate 
(IB) programs, STEM-focused or arts-focused curriculum, or foreign language immersion programs. Home to two of the top ten high schools in the 
state, our Schools of Choice programs ensures each student can get the tailored education they need.

Education

Information courtesy of the Colorado Springs Chamber and EDC | coloradospringschamberedc.com



Colorado Springs & Manitou Springs School Districts
The combined Colorado Springs and Manitou Springs region is home to 20 unique school districts, with public, private, and charter school options 
for residents.

The Academy 20 district has been Accredited with Distinction for over a decade, the highest achievement in education for the state. The district
is also consistently considered one of the strongest districts in the state thanks to impressive student performance and unique curriculums.

Big Sandy Schools 100j have been honored with various educational recognitions, including Best High School in Colorado and Nationally, and 
Accredited with Distinction for three consecutive years.

The Calhan RJ1 School District recently earned a Performance Accreditation and has reached a 1:1 ratio for their iPad program in Middle and High 
schools.

Ranked number 1 in the state, the Cheyenne Mountain School District is home to nine schools ranging from elementary to high school.

Colorado Springs School District 11 is located in the heart of the city and offers impressive gifted and talented programs unique to southern 
Colorado.

With the mission “real skills for real life”, the Cripple Creek Victor RE-1 district commits to small class sizes, strong relationships and a supportive 
community for parents.

In the southeastern corner of our region, the Edison 54 JT school district encompasses four Edison schools, from preschool to 12th grade. Schools 
in the district are recipients of the John Irwin Award.

Elbert School District #200 has been providing excellence in public education since 1928. Boasting a clear mission and strong district focus, the 
Elbert district is achieving high results for the community.

With four schools and an impressive home schooling community, Ellicott School District 22 promotes excellence every day for everyone. The district 
recently received a grant for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school years for continued teacher training.

Falcon 49 School District is the fastest growing district in the region, serving 25,000 students. Their innovative 49 Pathways program ensures 
success of high school students after graduation by focusing on individual skills and goals.

Fountain-Fort Carson 8 School District focuses on connecting performance to purpose for both students and staff. This new strategic plan began 
in 2017 and will be fully implemented in schools in 2022.

Following the 2018-2019 school year, the Hanover School District’s two schools and online program, as well as the district cohesively, are performing 
at the top two ratings in the state.

The Harrison School District 2 has impressive resources available to students. Free breakfast and lunch for all students, free school supplies for K-8 
students and a free laptop with internet for each high school student. Beginning in fall 2020, qualifying seniors can attend PPCC for free.

The Kiowa C-2 School District is located in the furthest north corner of the region. With three Kiowa schools, the district’s mission is: T.R.I.B.E.—
truth, respect, individuality, bravery, and excellence.

The Lewis-Palmer School District serves almost 7,000 students from preschool to graduating seniors. The district’s graduation rate is over 95%, one 
of the highest in the state.

Manitou Springs School District welcomes over 400 choice program students into their district. They offer a “small town” feel in their schools, which 
makes building relationships and seeking opportunity easier and a top priority.

Small in size but mighty in spirit, the Miami-Yoder School district east of Colorado Springs provides a close-knit community to its student body. 
With just over 300 students, teachers take advantage of small class sizes and are able to address the needs of each individual.

20 minutes northeast of Colorado Springs, the Peyton School District is home to over 600 students across its elementary school, combined junior-
senior high school, and the Career Technical Education Facility, which is home to unique programs like the Woods Manufacturing Program and 
their online academy.

Starting in 2017, the Widefield 3 School District has been making strides to hone in on their purpose and mission. By implementing input from 
students, faculty and parents, the district has seen success in achieving their new mission.

At the base of Pikes Peak, the Woodland Park School District is the leader in the state for environmental and conservation education, with 100% of 
elementary students receiving a hands-on outdoor education.

Education
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300 Days of Sunshine

Living in Colorado Springs comes with four distinct seasons, perfecting 
summer picnic plans or fall foliage drives. Winters are mild, and infrequent 
snowfall melts quickly thanks to sunny days that rarely impacts business 
and school operations. Summers linger into fall, with crisp and comfortable 
evenings an invitation for a barbecue and fire pit with friends. Moving 
products for a business or on the go with your family, the Colorado Springs 
climate is ideal for all locals.

Climate
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Average January High 43°F

Average January Low 17°F

Average July High 85°F

Average July Low 58°F

Inches Annual Rainfall 18

Inches Annual Snowfall 57


